BETTY WOMBLE RETIRES
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Betty Womble, elementary music teacher at Gus Birdwell Elementary School, recently announced her retirement at the end of the 2010-2011 school year. 

Betty grew up in the surrounding area and graduated from Stinnett High School before earning a BS in Home Economics from Texas Tech University.   Her first career was that of a stay at home mom, and she did not begin a            full-time teaching position until her own children were old enough to go to college at Texas Tech.

Her first teaching job was at Dumas Junior High School in 1992 teaching Career and Technology (Home Economics) to 8th and 9th graders for two years.  For the next five years she taught Life Management Skills, a class that taught about living successfully through making good decisions and choices and applying these skills to relationships and dealing with people.  She added that as part of the curriculum she would take her students into the community to do various service projects such as visiting nursing homes.  She stated, “It was very rewarding to see how young people could mature in their thinking and gain self-confidence by reaching out to someone else in need.”   One of her students actually took the training and became a fully certified hospice volunteer as a result of her experience in Mrs. Womble’s Life Management Skills classroom.   
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Previous to starting her teaching career, she spent twenty years working in the Parent Teacher Association (PTA), and in 1992 as she started her teaching career she was also elected to serve on the Board of Trustees for Pringle-Morse CISD where she served for twelve years.  She said, “I always felt that I had a unique perspective about education having been a parent, working as a classroom teacher and representing the community as a board member.  All of this has given me a better perspective of what it takes to operate effectively and how to deal with parents and administrators.”
After seven years in Dumas, she decided to sit out of teaching and pretty much worked full time at Spearman First Methodist Church in the education and music department.   It was in 2001 that  she accepted the position of elementary music teacher at Gus Birdwell Elementary School which she held until her retirement in May of 2011. Betty recalled the following story:  “At Gus Birdwell Elementary School, it seemed that I was the one learning the most. One day we were rehearsing for the 2nd grade Christmas program, and I was explaining that the song we were singing was a good example of the musical element called “expression” when a boy patiently raised his hand and stated, Mrs. Womble, I am singing with my heart.  Of course, my own hearted melted right then.”
Over the years, Mrs. Womble said her favorite memories were the performances.  “To see that children of all ages give their full attention and effort to obtain excellence is extremely rewarding,” she commented.  “Music has to be the most wonderful tool to truly inspire perfection.  I have often told my students that when they perform in public and do their very best, then they have every right to be proud of themselves.  The feeling of accomplishment that you can earn through hard work is not like someone telling you that you are good at something, but rather is something that you can actually feel inside you,” she added.
Mrs. Womble stated that the hardest part of teaching is learning how to manage children.  Her advice to someone new entering the profession is not to get discouraged.  “Some years, I have had 500 children come through my doors everyday.  Watch the experienced teachers around you and ask them questions.  Once your confidence gets in place with the management, then you can really have fun with your teaching!”

She added that technology has changed the most in education from the start of her career in public education.  “Educational philosophies come and go, but children are the same.  We need to remember that education is about people,” she proclaimed.

[image: image3.jpg]


“I sing because I’m happy,” is a good description of Betty Womble,” said Spearman ISD Superintendent Rodney Sumner.  Betty loves music, and it is quite evident from watching her interact with children about her commitment to instill that same love of music within the children she teaches.  We are going to definitely miss her.  Over the years, I got a big kick just watching her conduct the various programs and activities due to her own contagious enthusiasm, added Mr. Sumner.  

After a seventeen year career in public education, retirement will not end her life-long passion for people and music.  Betty intends to continue serving as the Music Minister and Technology Director for her church and enjoy many of the homemaking skills that she has been neglecting over the years!
