ELODIA BRAVO RETIRES
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Elodia Bravo started working in public education in 1975 when she began working as a kindergarten paraprofessional at Stanton Elementary School in Stanton, Texas.  After her family moved to Spearman, she started work at Gus Birdwell Elementary School as a paraprofessional and most recently serving as the district’s migrant coordinator until her retirement at the end of May 2011.  She ended her career with twenty-four years working in public education.

As the migrant coordinator, her responsibilities included working with identified migrant students by providing them necessary services to be successful in public schools.  This included the Building Bridges Program where she went into the homes of three year old children to help provide them a jump start to the learning process.  In addition, she took high school age students to leadership activities in Amarillo and helped provide them with the resources and assistance to continue their education at the post-secondary level.  On more than one occasion, she served as a chaperon taking migrant students from across Region 16 to the Bert Corona Leadership Institute in Washington, D.C. to the experience in democracy leadership program.
When asked what her favorite memory of her time working at Gus Birdwell Elementary School, she replied, “The faculty and staff were always pleasant to work with, the cleaning ladies and the cooks are my very best friends.”  Others might mention that she was always willing to dress-up and do something crazy to entertain the children.  One year she partnered with Mrs. Saylor and dressed up as one of the Supremes to sing, “Stop in the Name of Love” for one of the school assemblies.
When asked what advice she would give someone new entering the profession, she stated, “Always think positive and reassure the children that they are special, no matter how difficult it is.  I know things will work out fine.”   She said that technology and the kids knowing more about technology than us is the biggest change she has seen in education spanning her career in public education.
This past summer, Elodia moved back to her home town of Stanton, Texas.                       She indicated that her plan after retirement was to stay home for a year without doing anything; however, that didn’t last long.  On August 1st she went back to work as the Executive Director for the Martin County Historical Museum.  Please join me in thanking Elodia for her service to the children of Gus Birdwell Elementary School and for her twenty-four years she served the children of the State of Texas in public education! 

