LINDA RODGERS RETIRES
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Linda Rodgers, a fourth grade science teacher at                Gus Birdwell Elementary School, retired at the end of the 2010-2011 school year capping off a twenty-seven year career in public education.
Linda grew up in Littleton, Colorado. She graduated from high school in 1965 and later attended Lamar Junior College in Lamar, Colorado. She said it was while working as a library aide at Waka that she decided to go back and get her teaching certificate.  Mrs. Rodgers said, “I was a library aide, and a certified librarian would come from Amarillo to help me run the library.  She and I talked about my returning to school, but I had concerns about raising a family and getting a college education.  She kept encouraging me, telling me it would be worth it, and she was right!”

In 1988, she graduated with an elementary teaching certificate and a minor in natural science from Oklahoma Panhandle University in Goodwell, Oklahoma.  Her first teaching job was teaching a 5th & 6th grade self-contained elementary classroom in Campo, Colorado.  She taught in Campo for eight years before being hired to teach at Gus Birdwell Elementary School in Spearman, Texas. She taught a variety of grades during her fifteen years at Gus Birdwell Elementary School.  According to                    Mrs. Rodgers, her most enjoyable assignment was as a 4th grade science teacher.          She said, “Kids get so excited about putting on goggles and doing experiments.”
Mrs. Rodgers indicated that the biggest change she has seen in education is in the field of technology.  “Teachers and students are blessed with all of the technological equipment that is provided at the Spearman Schools. I loved the SmartBoards,”              she stated.
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When asked what advice she would give new teachers entering the profession she said, “Leave school at school as much as possible.  You’ll burn out being at school or worrying about school 24/7.  Take time for your family and friends.”

Linda has no specific plans for retirement and says she is going to relax and enjoy her grandchildren.  Please join me in expressing our sincere appreciation to            Linda Rodgers for her service to the children in our community and to celebrate her career in public education. 







